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Part I

• indicates a weak-vowelled syllable (with /ɪ/, /ə/, /i/1 or a syllabic

consonant as its nucleus)

⬤ indicates a strong syllable bearing a stress,

Listen and repeat.

1.▶️ • ˈ⬤ alone, machine, behind

ˈ⬤ • over, under, husband

2.▶️ ₍ˌ₎⬤ ˈ⬤ unknown, idea, antique

3.▶️ contain – canteen, ado – undo, until – untie

4.▶️ ˈ⬤⬤ female, programme, window

5.▶️ never – nephew2, pillar – pillow, hostel – hostile

6.▶️ quality, enormous, container

2 The speaker says /ˈnevjuː/. This pronunciation is old-fashioned, learners are advised to use /ˈnefjuː/.

1 This symbol is chosen to comply with most modern pronunciation dictionaries; phonemically, it is an
allophone of /iː/.

1

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1NIwoEs3na-64-7uV7vdcerI4ZyFJP0Zb/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1EO48aK_X7gt4dLOsthzcLRm4ZKj4-Wrz/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/10__HidbLQBc9itxSJ7IxeT-gN1nZAGi5/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1CvQ1J1bFpsjtmaZrKCR0Fwr3c3AsBG5R/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/19Xa7tdKQrifzOONLGYjnVx1wusmTMGF-/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/17SM2oT5NXqiRG9QEddQUvtiBX-F9ebFY/view?usp=drive_link


7.▶️ ˈ⬤ • • yesterday, bachelor, quantity

8.▶️ ˌ⬤ • ˈ⬤ understand, cigarette, afternoon

9.▶️ ˈimport (n.) – imˈport (v.), inˈsult (v.) – ˈinsult (n.)

10.▶️

n./adj. v.
ˈfrequent freˈquent
ˈobject obˈject
ˈpresent preˈsent
ˈrebel reˈbel
ˈconduct conˈduct
11.▶️ Identify the noun/adjective or verb form of the words given:

(1) present (2) object (3) conduct (4) rebel (5) present (6) rebel (7)

conduct (8) object

12.▶️ subject (v.), present (adj.), record (n.), convict (n.), conduct

(v.), perfect (adj.), refuse (v.), object (v.), refuse (n.)

13.▶️ (a)

alternate /ˌɔːlˈtɜːnət/ – /ˈɔːltəneɪt/

envelope /ˈenvələʊp/ – /ɪnˈveləp/

attribute /ˈætrɪbjuːt/ – /əˈtrɪbjuːt/

(b)

associate /əˈsəʊʃiət/ – /əˈsəʊʃieɪt/

compliment /ˈkɒmplɪmənt/ – /ˈkɒmplɪment/

separate /ˈsepərət/ – /ˈsepəreɪt/

prophecy /ˈprɒfəsi/ – prophesy /ˈprɒfəsaɪ/

14.▶️ • ˈ⬤ • • remarkable, impossible, photography

15.▶️ ₍ˌ₎⬤ ˈ⬤ • • unfortunate, rhinoceros, subliminal

16.▶️ ˌ⬤ • ˈ⬤ • unimportant, photographic, circulation
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17.▶️ • ˈ⬤ •⬤ acclimatize, negotiate, solidify

18.▶️ ˈ⬤ • • • caterpillar, criticism, melancholy

19.▶️ ˈ⬤ •⬤ • educated, helicopter, prophesying

20.▶️ ˈ⬤ • •⬤ capitalize, counterattack

21.▶️ ˌ⬤ • • ˈ⬤ superimpose, aquamarine

22.▶️ (a selection of different patterns)

enumerate, thirteen, constipated, alone, invitation, paragraph,

under, automobile, Morocco, subnormal, searchlight, superintend

23.▶️ (5 syllables)

ˈ⬤ • • • • capitalism, cannibalism

• ˈ⬤ • • • administrative, catholicism

• ˌ⬤ • ˈ⬤ • consideration, apotheosis

ˌ⬤ • ˈ⬤ • • objectivity, aristocracy

ˌ⬤ • ˈ⬤ •⬤ incapacitate, inexactitude

ˌ⬤ • • ˈ⬤ • • counterproductive, interdependence

24.▶️ (6 syllables)

• ˌ⬤ • ˈ⬤ • • inferiority, impossibility

ˌ⬤ • • ˈ⬤ • • variability, meteorological

ˌ⬤ • ˈ⬤ • • • ceremoniously, indistinguishable

ˌ⬤ •⬤ • ˈ⬤ • onomatopeic

ˌ⬤ • •⬤ ˈ⬤ • palatalization

• ˌ⬤ • • ˈ⬤ • personification, electrification

25.▶️ (7, 8 syllables)

• ˌ⬤ • • ˈ⬤ • • intelligibility

ˌ⬤ • ˈ⬤ • • • • unilateralism

• ˌ⬤ • •⬤ ˈ⬤ • industrialization

3

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1c9HIxweHnHQq7E-oOLoIQ1v-cNU5jQji
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1xk64RoNJovkhs5IR3LYmKzLmBh3BkYNW
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1uD34HLk611yVSouekb2c6Jnqoz8ikcRk
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1NlSjuOTe6XRef1wwVhJ1Vmdyzxeu8fK0
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1K-zsO9uAFatZiqUyHPuN2jS50Vols8iP
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1iI1Sm2XC-20XBcDheRZmgt8ZlFKRCs2v
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1DnEtfFtgylovHajBTk-SFYqnDfM3t-rm
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1szTvvLAN7AJ9_H8hLXjOn81-C2vuuV_x
https://drive.google.com/open?id=16D73tftYZ483ceXWBPgg0WQjK_GSB3zE


ˌ⬤ • ˌ⬤ • •⬤ ˈ⬤ • internationalization

26.▶️ Suffix -ial /iəl/

proverb – proverbial, colony – colonial, tutor – tutorial

27.▶️ Suffix -ian /iən/

civil – civilian, comedy – comedian, grammar – grammarian, Canada

– Canadian

28.▶️ Suffix -ic /ɪk/

atom – atomic, drama – dramatic, strategy – strategic

29.▶️ Suffix -ion /n/, /ən/

communicate – communication, operate – operation, supervise –

supervision, execute – execution

30.▶️ Suffix -ity /əti/

captive – captivity, curious – curiosity, final – finality, inferior –

inferiority

31.▶️ ˈ⬤ • postman, chairman, saucepan

32.▶️ ˈ⬤⬤ cardboard, earthquake, windscreen, teapot

33.▶️ ˌ⬤ ˈ⬤ downstairs, full-grown, mince-pie, first-class

34.▶️ ˈ⬤⬤ • grasshopper, grandfather, newspaper

35.▶️ ˈ⬤ •⬤ buttonhole, chambermaid, honeymoon

36.▶️ ˌ⬤ ˈ⬤ • archbishop, blackcurrant, field marshal

37.▶️ ˌ⬤ • ˈ⬤ country house, ginger beer, second-hand

38.▶️ ˈ⬤ •⬤ • booking office, season-ticket

ˈ⬤ • •⬤musical box, catherine wheel

• ˈ⬤⬤ • dispatch rider, machine minder

ˌ⬤ • ˈ⬤ • easy-going, india rubber

ˌ⬤ ˈ⬤ • • vice-chancellor, postgraduate
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39.▶️ ˈ⬤ •⬤ • • fire extinguisher

ˈ⬤ • •⬤ • cabinet-maker

ˌ⬤ ˈ⬤ •⬤ • hot-water bottle

40.▶️ (a selection of different compound patterns)

chatterbox, shop window, freewheel, washstand, power station, mass

production, waiting room

41.▶️ (comparison: noun phrase and compound)

noun phrase compound
a black bird • ˈ⬤ ˈ⬤ a blackbird • ˈ⬤⬤
a light ship • ˈ⬤ ˈ⬤ a lightship • ˈ⬤⬤
a cross word • ˈ⬤ ˈ⬤ a crossword • ˈ⬤⬤
a grand father • ˈ⬤ ˈ⬤ • a grandfather • ˈ⬤⬤ •
42.▶️ thirteen⬤ ˈ⬤ – thirteen pounds ˈ⬤⬤ ˈ⬤

afternoon ˌ⬤ • ˈ⬤ – afternoon tea ˈ⬤ •⬤ ˈ⬤

Part II

I. Secondary stress (the Teutonic law).

Most words of more than four syllables have two stresses:

primary and secondary. The primary stress falls either on the third

or the second syllable from the end. In most words the secondary

stress falls on the syllable separated from the nuclear syllable by one

unstressed syllable. In many derivative nouns the secondary stress

falls on the same syllable which has the primary stress in the

original word.

Ex. 1.▶️

ˌfiguˈration, ˌmoduˈlation, ˌcharacteˈristic, ˌoppoˈsition, ˌrevoˈlution,

ˌproleˈtarian, asˌsimiˈlation, ˌaroˈmatic, ˌnationaliˈzation,

5

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1E_anS_SwroMYKKGJft6STOKlPWT5VPcj
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1OR2P0LO0q_sCGPS4XRb7rsxLJ6os_Acr
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1Bb2jH_dqZB7ydq3k1mRrocOx_FPvxdE-
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1W5BTczGEcbt-rXP4N4WyRN-Z4yODNZ2x
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1TKTzbFTVrNyiyEwuypS95ko6Nz4oA_kC


ˌqualifiˈcation, ˌoriˈental, proˌnunciˈation, ˌmotiˈvation, aˌcadeˈmician,

enˌthusiˈastic, deˌtermiˈnation, faˌmiliˈarity, adˌminiˈstration,

ˌfundaˈmental, ˌoccuˈpation, ˌprinciˈpality, reˌsponsiˈbility,

ˌrepreˈsentative, ˌrepuˈtation, ˌcosmoˈpolitan, ˌembleˈmatic.

Ex. 2.▶️

The stress falls on the final syllable formed by the following suffixes:

-ee, -eer, -ette, -esque. The root syllable in such words has secondary

accent.

ˌemployˈee, ˌcigaˈrette, ˌpictuˈresque, ˌengiˈneer, ˌetiˈquette,

ˌstatuˈette, ˌvolunˈteer, ˌwagoˈnette, ˌmountaiˈneer, ˌpioˈneer, ˌrefeˈree,

ˌrefuˈgee.

Ex. 3.▶️

1. I can’t find a better definition.

2. The exhibition opens on Monday.

3. The explanation is quite simple.

4. His style of speaking is definitely individual.

5. The declaration of Independence was made on July, 4th, 1776.

6. The competitions were held according to the rules and regulations

of the International federation.

7. Unless I get a satisfactory explanation, I shall think seriously

about recommending his dismissal.

8. The final examination will be held next week.

9. The railway accident is still under investigation.

10. I’ll do it on my own responsibility.

11. We’ll take the peculiar circumstances into consideration.
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12. Negotiations have been completed for the signing of the

non-proliferation treaty.

13. A.A.A. is the abbreviation of the Amateur Athletic Association.

14. His familiarity with the language is astonishing.

15. I don’t like his peculiarities of manner.

16. He has a good English pronunciation.

17. The superiority of his talent showed again in his final

examination.

Ex. 4.▶️

1. I’ve just become a father. – Congratulations, my dear chap.

2. I can’t advise you. It’s your own responsibility.

3. What are you studying this year? – Economics.

4. They were very apologetic.

5. It’s not as if there won’t be other opportunities of going to the

zoo.

6. I’ve decided to reject his application.

7. Which of those would you recommend?

8. The consonants in the pronunciation of which the lips play a part

are called labials.

9. We’ll have to keep up a minimum of professional etiquette.

10. We feel that we shouldn’t expose our son to the obvious risks of

comprehensive education.

11. There are no similarities between subjectivity and objectivity.

12. It was a realistically economical vehicle.

13. The article was systematically scientific.

14. There was a great variety of possibilities at the University.
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15. The variety of personalities and nationalities prevented

uniformity.

16. Gymnastics, arithmetic and declamation were central parts of

their system of education.

17. The international political and economic situation was

revolutionary.

II. Verb suffixes.

Verbs with suffixes -ate, -ize, -fy have only one stress on the

third syllable from the end of the word.

Ex. 5.▶️

iˈdentify, aˈpologize, ˈeducate, apˈpreciate, ˈqualify, eˈconomize, ˈunify,

ˈspeculate, ˈcharacterize, ˈpopulate, ˈmoralize, ˈpostulate, ˈgraduate,

ˈsympathize, ˈstupefy, ˈoperate.

Ex. 6.▶️

1. We asˈsociate the ˈname of ˈNelson with the ˈbattle of Traˈfalgar.

2. The ˈpeople ˈcelebrated the ˈvictory by ˈmarching through the

ˈstreets.

3. The ˈgarden comˈmunicated with the ˈnext by a ˈgate.

4. I conˈgratulate you on ˈpassing your eˈxam.

5. He’s ˈstill ˈhesitating about ˈjoining the ˌexpeˈdition.

6. ˈParrots ˈeasily ˈimitate ˈhuman ˈspeech.

7. ˈNothing ˈsatisfies him. He is ˈalways comˈplaining.

8. ˈEngland is ˈseparated from ˈFrance by the ˈsea.

9. The ˈvillage was ˈsituated in a ˈvalley.

10. ˈDavid was ˈparalyzed with ˈfear.
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11. When you ˈgo to a ˈstrange ˈcountry, you ˈhave to acˈcommodate

yourself to ˈnew ˈways of ˈliving.

12. The ˈtraffic was ˈvery ˈbadly ˈregulated.

13. The ˈlecture was ˈwell-ˈillustrated with ˈdiagrams and figures.

14. ˈMr. ˈHubbard ˈhesitated to ˈtake such a ˈbig ˈrisk.

15. I could ˈhardly ˈrecognize the ˈman.

Ex. 7.▶️

1. What characterized his essay was that he patronizingly criticized

historism.

2. The ultimate aim is to intensify their ability to communicate in

colloquial English.

3. This simplification is wholly unjustified.

4. This approximately illustrated the palliatives I anticipated.

5. She graduated as indicated and as I anticipated.

6. She was irritated by the accelerator and exasperated by the

ventilator.

7. I’d never understand it. – It’s not as complicated as you’d think.

8. It’s all very well to criticize. But could you do any better?

9. Eventually I saw a job advertized that I thought I would try.

10. I didn’t realize you were considering that.

11. I must congratulate him when I see him.

12. Thank you from telling me. I do appreciate it.

13. I do apologize. It won’t happen again.

14. It was a terrifying experience.
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III. Stress-bearing prefixes.

There are some prefixes which can always have a stress

(primary or secondary). These are often (but not always) written

with a hyphen after them.

Ex. 8.▶️

ˌunemˈployed, ˌunˈdo, ˌilleˈgality, ˌilleˈgitimate, ˌimmaˈterial,

ˌimmaˈture, ˌirreˈplaceable, ˌirreˈsponsible, ˌnon-ˈstop,

ˌnon-comˈmissioned, ˌdisaˈppear, ˌdisreˈgard, ˌmisinˈform, ˌmisdiˈrect,

ˌpre-ˈwar, ˌpreˈjudge, ˌpost-ˈdate, ˌpost-ˈwar, ˌoutmaˈneuver,

ˌoverˈdress, ˌunderˈcharge, ˌunderˈdone, ˌsubˈsonic, ˌsubˈtropical,

ˌantiˈsocial, ˌantiˈclockwise, ˌultraˈsonic, ˌultramaˈrine, ˌinterˈchange,

ˌinterˈmarriage, ˌhalf-ˈhourly, ˌhalf-ˈbaked, ˌre-ˈcover (to cover again),

reˈcover (to feel better), ˌre-ˈform (to form again), reˈform (to make

better), ˌre-ˈjoin (to join again), reˈjoin (to answer), ˌre-ˈpay (to pay a

second time), reˈpay (to pay back).

Ex. 9.▶️

1. It was necessary to ˌreˈbuild the House of Commons.

2. I intend to ˌrearˈrange all the books in my library.

3. That old umbrella needs to be ˌreˈcovered (to have a new cover put

on). Did you reˈcover the umbrella you left in the train last week?

4. ˈPre-war prices were much lower than ˈpost-war prices.

5. Have you seen the ˌpre-ˈfabricated houses in Great Britain?

6. I’ve no money in the bank now, so I’ve ˌpost-ˈdated this cheque.

7. We have a ˈhalf-hourly bus service here.

Ex. 10.▶️

1. When I am displeased, I tend to overact my parts.
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2. I must say it’s a disappointment after I’ve spent the whole day

cooking…

3. Perguson was the other middle-aged fellow, a stolid ex-postman.

4. How would you like to come bowling? – I’m not overkeen, actually.

5. He nodded, though the question still stood in his eyes. like

disbelief.

6. Each of the movable organs of speech can act independently of the

others.

7. Maybe you have a point there, although I still think you’re being

overcritical.

8. We have, as they say, learnt it from unofficial but reliable sources.

9. Your conduct is inexcusable.

10. Has he read the article on the economics and technical statistics

on the Anglo-French Concorde supersonic airliner?

11. The Protestant said their independence was non-existent.

12. His insatiability was unbelievable, incurable and lamentable.

IV. Compound nouns.

There is a primary stress on the first compound in compound

nouns, but not on the second. Compounds of this kind are in some

cases written and printed as one word (sleepwalker), in some cases

with a hyphen (bee-eater)3, and in some cases as two separate words

(radio announcer).

3 There are not many nouns that require a hyphen. In many cases, hyphens are used to prevent ambiguity (it
often helps when the noun is used attributively: freezing point, but freezing-point depression). Additionally, words
that are traditionally hyphenated (baby-sitter, tax-collector) are now commonly spelled as one or two words
(babysitter, tax collector).
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Ex. 11.▶️

ˈfoxtrot, ˈdeadline, ˈframework, ˈhare’s foot, ˈrazor blade, ˈstock

exchange, ˈnursing home, ˈair hostess, ˈnerve cell, ˈwalking stick,

ˈtraffic warden, ˈpocket money, ˈhandshake, ˈfifth column, ˈhat rack,

ˈmental test, ˈbullfight, ˈsmoking car, ˈwriting desk, ˈhanging matter,

ˈfreezing point, ˈhousemaid, ˈair letter form, ˈdaybreak, ˈdriving

license.

Ex. 12.▶️

ˈblackboard, a ˈblack ˈboard; a ˈblack ˈbird, a ˈblackbird; a ˈgreen

ˈhouse, a ˈgreenhouse; a ˈmissing list, a ˈmissing ˈlist; a ˈdancing ˈgirl,

a ˈdancing girl.

Ex. 13.▶️

1. He is an ˈEnglish ˈteacher. He ˈcomes from ˈEngland. He is an

ˈEnglish teacher. He ˈteaches ˈEnglish.

2. A ˈmad-doctor4 is not a ˈmad ˈdoctor. He is a ˈdoctor for ˈmad

ˈpeople.

3. Not ˈevery ˈblack ˈbird is a ˈblackbird.

4. A ˈdarkroom is a ˈdark ˈroom where ˈfilms are deˈveloped.

5. The ˈthin ˈman is a ˈwell-known ˈfat producer.

6. The ˈdining room was ˈfull of ˈdining ˈpeople.

Ex. 14.▶️

1. What’s your job? – I’m a shop assistant. I’m a bank clerk. I’m a

schoolteacher.

2. Which is the nearest tube station?

4 This word is obsolete and may be seen as offensive.
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3. Who’s running the music club this year?

4. Railway fares are probably going up again.

5. Where will you be at eight o’clock? – At a committee meeting,

unfortunately.

6. The Hungarians have their own airline, operating between London

and Budapest.

7. She’s in – but going out any minute with that boyfriend of hers.

8. The number of theoretically possible different speech sounds is

very large indeed.

9. And anyway, “managing somehow” is not my idea of leading a

happy family life.

10. I was never quite happy about my two children going to a

grammar school.

11. Can I borrow your penknife?

V. The Shift of Stress.

Many words have the same pattern in both verb and noun

functions: to reˈport – a reˈport, to acˈcount – an acˈcount.

A relatively small amount of words exhibit oppositions of

stress pattern by a shift of stress. The oppositions may be marked by

stress alone (there is no change of vowel quality): to imˈport – ˈimport,

to diˈgest – ˈdigest, to disˈcord – ˈdiscord. In other cases, there may be a

weakening of the vowel quality in the first (unstressed) syllable:

ˈrecord – to reˈcord, ˈprogress – to proˈgress, ˈcontract – to conˈtract. Note

that the second unstressed syllable usually retains the full vowel.

Ex. 15.▶️

to exˈport, the ˈexport; to inˈcrease, the ˈincrease; to acˈcent, the
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ˈaccent; the ˈconduct, to conˈduct; to inˈsult, the ˈinsult; the ˈextract,

to exˈtract; to comˈpact, the ˈcompact.

Ex. 16.▶️

1. The average ˈincrease in book prices since 1939 is about 50%.

2. Book prices have inˈcreased by about 50% since 1939.

3. There has been an alarming ˈdecrease in the quality of water in

the reservoirs.

4. The quantity of water in the reservoirs has deˈcreased alarmingly.

5. Anne received a large number of birthday ˈpresents.

6. Her father preˈsented her with a wristwatch.

7. There will be a sale of home ˈproduce in the village hall on

Saturday.

8. How much does it cost to proˈduce this newspaper for a week?

9. Mr. Windsor’s letter of ˈprotest against Mrs. Smith comparisons

was a good one.

10. Mrs. Smith proˈtested against the statement that books were too

expensive.

Ex. 17.▶️

1. The visitor enveloped the subject in mystery.

2. The contents of the envelope were transferred to the safe.

3. I’m content with the produce of our garden.

4. Conflicting habits and instincts may produce conflicts in the

process of learning.

5. He was to comment upon all the contrasts between subjects and

objects of the sentence.

6. His insults contrasted against the detail of the contract.
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7. The convict rebelled and protested against the details of the

contract.

8. After the exploit, the ship was deserted by the rebels.

9. There was a steady increase in the export of small workshops’

produce.

10. He was tormented by the increasing number of protests and

conflicts.

11. He was complimented for his conduct.

12. It took him time to digest the result of the contest.

13. Reader’s Digest presented a general survey of the question.

14. I suspected they would refuse to collect and transport the refuse.

VI. Strong vowels in unstressed syllables.

The weakening of unstressed syllables is also a feature of

English as well as Russian, though it is not as regular: add – addition,

terror – terrific, family – familiar, but: active – activity /ækˈtɪvəti/, fantasy

– fantastic /fænˈtæstɪk/, technical – technique /tekˈniːk/.

Ex. 18.▶️

ˈparadox, ˈplatform, ˈtelephone, orˈganic, ˈradio, ˈapricot,

ˈknick-knack, narˈcotic, ˈorthodox, ˈfolklore, transˈform, suˌperiˈority,

spasˈmodic, Sepˈtember, Ocˈtober, ˈcatalogue, ˈdiagram, ˈdialogue,

ˈmonologue, ˈsyntagm /ˈsɪntæm/, ˈmonophthong, ˈdiphthong,

ˈcolleague, ˈdiplomat, ˈproverb, canˈteen, ˈcontext, ˈforecast,

ˈplacard.

Ex. 19.▶️

1. I’m going out to get a programme.

2. Which platform for London Bridge, please? – 9.27 from Platform 1.
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3. Come and have some coffee. Where are you going? – Canteen, I

suppose.

4. As we’re both now free today, we might as well start our Christmas

shopping. – What’s the rush? We’re not out of October yet.

5. How much is this greetings telegram to Germany, please?

6. The two BBC programmes do not carry advertisements, but the

third channel is commercially run.

7. Fairly mild for the time of year. – Yes, quite different from the

forecast.

8. Has the school sent your passport up to London? – Yes. – Then I’ll

need two photographs, please.

9. Shops and restaurants do not allow customers to use their office

telephones, but some have telephone boxes.

10. I’ve changed your plans a bit. – On whose authority?

11. I’ve left my umbrella behind.

12. Local authorities can help in collecting photographs, historical

materials and diagrams for the exhibition.

13. In the first paragraph of his anthology, he says that philosophy

has always been discursive.

14. Shall we go swimming? – In October?

15. A demagogue is not interested in demagogy but in himself.

16. The aristocrat was soliloquizing about the economical autonomy

of monopolizers.

17. I was absolutely flabbergasted.
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VII. Level stressed words.

A large number of words, mostly compounds (among them

compound adjectives, composite verbs, numerals from 13 to 19), take

two even (primary) stresses5 when they stand isolated, as in a

dictionary. When such words are used in connected speech, they

regularly lose either one stress or the other. This depends either

upon the need to make a contrast between the word itself and

another word (e.g. between upstairs and downstairs) or upon the

rhythm:

1. when final and immediately preceded by a stress, the word

loses its own first stress;

2. when a stress immediately follows the word, it loses its own

second stress. In dates, the first and the last syllable are stressed

(ˈnineteen twenty ˈfive).

Ex. 20.

1. ˈold-ˈfashioned, ˈright-ˈangled, ˈill-ˈlooking, ˈfull-ˈblooded,

ˈstone-ˈdeaf, ˈhard-ˈbaked, ˈheavy-ˈhearted, ˈhigh-ˈspirited,

ˈhard-ˈworking, ˈbad-ˈtempered, ˈdeep-ˈrooted, ˈdark-ˈblue,

ˈfull-ˈgrown.

Ex. 21.▶️

ˈput ˈoff, ˈput ˈout, ˈtake ˈoff, ˈlook ˈup, ˈcome ˈon, ˈmake ˈup, ˈwake ˈup.

Ex. 22.▶️

1. The bedrooms are ˈupˈstairs. He’s upˈstairs, I think. Is he ˈupstairs

5 A number of sources consider the first of these stresses a secondary stress. In this case, it is said that when
the second (primary) stress is lost, the first becomes the primary. This phenomenon is often referred to as
stress shift (not to be confused with the phenomenon discussed in section V), iambic reversal or the ‘thirteen
men’ rule. In any case, the importance of distinguishing between primary and secondary stresses in such
cases is disputed.
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or ˈdownstairs?

2. Your name is ˈunˈknown here. The book is ˈquite unˈknown. We

went to see the grave of the ˈUnknown Soldier.

3. I bought it in a ˈsecond-hand shop. I bought this book

second-ˈhand.

4. Tom has just gone inˈdoors. Will you spend your afternoon

ˈindoors or ˈoutdoors?

Ex. 23.▶️

1. ˈgood-ˈnatured. How can such a ˈgood-natured woman have such a

ˈbad-tempered ˈdaughter? The mother’s extremely ˈgood-ˈnatured,

but the girl’s unbelievably ˈbad-ˈtempered.

2. ˈgood-ˈlooking. There’s a ˈgood-looking girl over there. She’s quite

good-ˈlooking.

3. ˈhome-ˈmade. Have a piece of ˈhome-made cake. The cake’s

home-ˈmade.

4. ˈnavy-ˈblue. She’s wearing her ˈnavy-blue costume. I think she

looks her best in ˈnavy-ˈblue.

5. ˈbow-ˈlegged. See how bow-ˈlegged he is. What a funny

ˈbow-legged man.

Ex. 24.▶️

1. The train leaves at ˈthree sixˈteen.

2. Did it happen in ˈnineteen ˈten? – No, in ˈnineteen sevenˈteen.

3. I said it ˈsixteen times.

4. They were eighˈteen.

5. Count from ˈthirteen to ˈnineteen. – ˈThirteen, ˈfourteen, ˈfifteen,

ˈsixteen, ˈseventeen, ˈeighteen, ˈnineteen.
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6. She’s brought ˈtwenty-five books.

7. It happened in ˈnineteen twenty ˈfive.

8. He was born in ˈnineteen nineˈteen.

9. It’s ˈfifteen years old and it looks it.

10. What time do we get in? – ˈFive sevenˈteen. We may be a minute

or two late.

Ex. 25.▶️

1. ˈSwitch on the light. ˈSwitch the light ˈon. ˈSwitch it ˈon.

2. ˈWake up the children. ˈWake the children ˈup. ˈWake them ˈup.

3. ˈEat up your breakfast. ˈEat your breakfast ˈup. ˈEat it ˈup.

4. He ˈpicked up a stone and threw it at the dog.

5. I’m ˈrubbing it ˈout.

6. The first thing to do is to ˈput the tent ˈup.

7. I’m ˈlooking up a word.

8. ˈShow in the guests.

9. ˈRead out the poem.

10. Have you ˈfetched the coal ˈup?

11. He has ˈmade up the firs.

12. The maid will ˈtake away these plates and ˈbring in the pudding.

13. ˈSwitch the drier ˈoff, will you?

14. ˈTake off your coat and let’s go ˈin.

15. Don’t ˈanswer your mother ˈbackǃ

Ex. 26.▶️

1. The ˈBudapest climate’s of a continental type. He lives in

ˌBudaˈpest. The climate’s ˌcontiˈnental.
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2. He has ˈfive o’clock tea nearly every ˌafterˈnoon. He has ˈafternoon

tea. It’s nearly ˈfive ˈo’clock.

3. There’s a man downˈstairs, he’s come from ˌNew ˈYork. A ˈNew

York journalist lives in the ˈdownstairs room.

4. He’s just a silly, ˈempty-headed boy. He never remembers

anything. He’s quite empty-ˈheaded.

5. He gave me an ˈoff-hand ˈanswer. Well, that’s his nature, he’s

always ˌoff-ˈhand.

6. I’ll give you a ˈpost-dated cheque. By the way, I hope you don’t

mind it being ˌpost-ˈdated.

7. She is also ˌcross-ˈeyed, not to mention ˌknock-ˈkneed, which

doesn’t add to her attractions. But, of course, there’s no reason why

a ˈcross-eyed or ˈknock-kneed person should also be ˌbad-ˈtempered.

8. They crossed Hyde ˈPark and waited at ˈHyde Park Corner.

9. He has a charming little ˈweek-end cottage. He goes there every

ˌweek-ˈend.

10. There’s a ˈgood-looking girl over there in a light-blue hat. She is

quite good-ˈlooking, her hat is ˌlight-ˈblue.

11. The ˈupstairs room has an ˈoutside staircase. He lives upˈstairs.

There’s a bell outˈside.

12. He’s an ˈunknown member of a ˈdiplomatic mission. Be very

ˌdiploˈmatic as he’s quite unˈknown.

13. Go on, ˈwalk up there.

14. How many books did you sell? ˌFifˈteen? – I sold ˈfifteen books.

15. What’s going ˈon?
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16. I’ve been calling you from ˌupˈstairs. Let’s go upˈstairs. – Have a

look at the ˈupstairs room.

17. I ˈwent ˈin and ˈswitched on the light.

18. You won’t find anybody ˌdownˈstairs. – There’s a man

downˈstairs.

19. I ˈcame ˈdown and ˈwent ˈon with my work.

20. Come and see me in the ˌafterˈnoon. – He took the ˈafternoon

train.

21. You’d better ˈput on your overcoat.

22. He ˈdisconnected the phone. – The phone’s disconˈnected.

23. Nobody knows what you’re at, you ˈgo ˈout, you ˈcome ˈin, nobody

knows what you’re at.

24. She got an ˈundeserved scolding. – The scolding she got was quite

undeˈserved.

25. They’ve had to ˈcall the party ˈoff.

26. The suit was ˌready-ˈmade. He bought a ˈready-made suit.

Ex. 27.▶️

1. My mother-in-law rang me up from Birmingham.

2. The firemen had to break the door down to rescue the children.

3. Don’t you think that she should go out to work, at least part-time?

Later, yes, but at the moment, even a part-time job is out for her.

4. She has turned young Watson down.

5. I honestly can’t tell you, neither professionally, nor

unprofessionally.

6. I hope you understand. I don’t suppose you’ll understand my

point.
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7. When will it be finished? – Not before the week-end.

8. I can’t go down to the cellar, I’ve got my best trousers on, I’ve got a

white shirt on.

9. We spent the day in Hyde Park. Our hotel is near Hyde Park. It’s

interesting to listen to the speakers at Hyde Park Corner.

10. It’s an absolute scandal. He did absolutely no work for it. Are you

certain he’ll help? – Well, no. Not absolutely.

11. Count from fourteen to twenty. – Fourteen, fifteen, sixteen,

seventeen, eighteen, nineteen, twenty.

12. I remember he had an affair with the Englishman’s Vietnamese

girlfriend.

13. If you book second-class sleepers, sir, you’ll be practically on your

own.

14. We browsed around in second-hand bookshops in Charing Cross

Road.

15. I’m very sorry to trouble you on a Sunday afternoon, but it’s very

urgent.

16. We’ve got a canteen too.

VIII. Revision.

Ex. 28.▶️

advertise, beefsteak, female, patriotic, multiply, before, headache,

thirteen, break out, enumerate, reality, novel, torment, smoking car,

police, conversation, celebrate, company, call up, fair-haired,

overvalue, tradition, modesty, satire, make up, fourteen,

exclamation, carriage, believe, blue-eyed, compliment, parachute,

problem, compensate, parenthetic, re-write, paragraph, put on,
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sixteen, earring, machine, mix-up, programme, pedagogic,

recognize, garage, needlework, confusion, command, well-known, go

out, eighteen, plaything, specialist, comment, elect, bathing-suit,

studying, antifascist, misprint, government, inconvenient, hay fever,

composition, naïve, object, procession, mankind, ballet, sympathetic,

unable.

Ex. 29.▶️

re-born, unbelievable, consideration, background, undervalue,

hard-nosed, contract, education, steamboat, translate, pale-blue,

sub-editor, curious, overcome, rolling stone, eyebrows, aspect,

hesitate, run out, catalogue, child’s play, newspaper man,

middle-aged, suburb, correspondent, referee, hospitality, hospitalize,

schoolmaster, ring off, thick-skinned, record, photo, illegitimate,

half-empty, illuminate, midmorning, bring up, upbringing,

contemplate, misapprehension, take out, clear-eyed, humiliation,

timetable, outdated, memorize, reputation, self-conscious,

personality, remind, battlefield, disinherit, non-smoker,

misunderstanding, differentiate.

Ex. 30.▶️

1. Could we borrow a typewriter? – That’s a possibility.

2. In this complicated situation, she could only interpolate her own

remark.

3. This only intensified my dissatisfaction.

4. This definition had been elaborated but not radically modified by

modern psychological investigation.

5. He criticized democratic institutions from an academic viewpoint.
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6. The telegraph operator contested that his conduct and the places

he frequented were a subject of frequent conflicts.

7. The Authorized Version is the English translation of the Bible

published in 1611.

8. The largest Trade Union Organization, the Workers’

Confederation, took part in the alliance.

9. It mystified and eventually exasperated her to find him so

impenetrable.

10. The Centre of Applied Linguistics is an independent

internationally oriented professional organization.

11. The City Editor has indicated that complications may arise in

calculating one’s tax liability.

12. The jurors consider their verdict without communicating with

anyone. They must not separate in a criminal case. Separation in a

civil case does not necessarily invalidate the verdict.

13. For adults, Gulliver’s charm is lessened by the author’s evident

determination to leave mankind without the remotest shred of

justification or excuse. (T. A. Jackson, Old Friends to Keep)
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